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tion were never wanting. In 1827 trouble which
had been steadily brewing came to the boiling-
point. Predatory expeditions in the north were
reported; the Winnebagoes were excited by rumors
that another war between the United States and
Great Britain *was imminent; an incident or even
an accident was certain to provoke hostilities.
The incident occurred. When Red Bird, a petty
Winnebago chieftain dwelling in a "town" on the
Black River, was incorrectly informed that two
Winnebago braves who had been imprisoned at
Prairie du Chien had been executed, he promptly
instituted vengeance. A farmer's family in the
neighborhood of Prairie du Chien was massacred,
and two keel-boats returning down stream from
Fort Snelling were attacked, with some loss of
life. The settlers hastily repaired the old fort and
also dispatched messengers to give the alarm.
Galena sent a hundred militiamen; a battalion
came down from Fort Snelling; Governor Cass
arrived on the spot by way of Green Bay; Gen-
eral Atkinson brought up a full regiment from
Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis; and finally
Major Whistler proceeded up the Fox with a
portion of the troops stationed at Fort Howard,
on Green Bay.